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De Saint Phalle's 1962 "tirs" reflected her struggles as a French woman in the years immediately after the bloody Algerian revolution and the
ensuing consternation of France as a soon-to-be post-colonial empire. The obviously political nature of the assemblages took on issues of race
relations, gender equality, and the authoritarian state.

Curator Lipschutz, dressed Avengers-style in a chic black jumpsuit, introduced each installment, and guests greeted the gunfire and explosions
with pleasure, awarding each of the riflepersons with polite applause, like at a golf tournament. Most shooters used Edward Kienholz's
Winchester 62 pump action 22-gauge rifle from the 1962 performances.

The oddity and surrealism of the objects and the performance were generally provocative, though perhaps not more so than the goings-on at the
public shooting range nearby, located along on the road to "Reloaded," where couples toted their weapons in cases much like those used for
musical instruments. Signage along the road leading to the event, advertising ammunition for sale, contributed to the bizarre setting. On the exit
route was the best sign: "Thanks for shooting with us."

The explosive afternoon continued later with Richard Jackson's Accidents in Abstract Painting, a send-up of the cult of abstract painting.
Jackson has mused upon the role of accidents in abstract paintings since the 1960s in his "Wall Paintings," in which he paints canvases and
uses the painted canvases as, in effect, the brush, to smear the paint onto the wall before the nailing the canvas directly on the wall, face first. In
a field next to the Rose Bowl Stadium in Pasadena, an eager crowd of locals, many of them apparently toy plane enthusiasts, gathered to watch
the Pasadena-based Jackson crash an outsized toy plane into a large canvas that bore the name of the piece in a target-like, black-and-white
circle.

Jackson experienced some technical difficulties that delayed the flight. The plane appeared to be overloaded with paint and remained
earthbound. Meanwhile, one of the locals entertained those assembled by showing off his flying skills with his own small plane. The delay created
suspense, while Jackson's plane struggled to get airborne a couple of times. When it finally took off successfully, the crowd cheered its ascent.
As a reward for their patience, Jackson by remote control flew the plane over the field a few times before sending it dramatically into the target,
where its paint containers exploded instantly, splashing the canvas with primary colors. The exhilarated crowd roared its approval and rushed
onto the field to view the painting and to watch Jackson pose for photos in front of the wreckage.

The detritus will go on view at Pasadena's Armory Center for the Arts, starting Feb. 11.
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